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Advent:
The First Witnesses

of Christ



Morning Prayer 
Congregational responses are indicated in bold. 

Opening Sentence of Scripture
 In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the 
 desert a highway for our God.  Isaiah 40:3

Our King and Savior now draws near: 
  O come, let us adore him.

Hymn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing ..................................pg. 2, vs. 1-3

Welcome
[Please sit or kneel.]

The Confession of Sin
 Dearly beloved, the Scriptures teach us to acknowledge our many 
 sins and offenses, not concealing them from our heavenly Father, but 
 confessing them with humble and obedient hearts that we may obtain 
 forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. We ought at all times 
 humbly to acknowledge our sins before Almighty God, but esp- 
 ecially when we come together in his presence to give thanks for the 
 great benefits we have received at his hands, to declare his most  
 worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on 
 behalf of others, those things which are necessary for our life and  
 our salvation. Therefore, draw near with me to the throne of  
 heavenly grace. 

 Almighty and most merciful Father, 
   we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  
 We have followed too much the devices and desires of our  
   own hearts. 
 We have offended against your holy laws. 
 We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  
   and we have done those things which we ought not to  
   have done; 
   and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
 O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Spare all those who confess their faults. 
 Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises 
  declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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 Hark the Herald Angels Sing
Verses 1-3
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  And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
  that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
  to the glory of your holy Name.  
   Amen.

 The Amighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission 
of all you sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and 
consolation of his Holy Spirit. 
  Amen.

Invitatory
O Lord, open our lips; 
  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

O God, make speed to save us; 
  O Lord, make haste to help us.

Praise the Lord. 
  The Lord’s Name be praised.

Our King and Savior now draws near: 
  O come, let us adore him.

The Venite (an invitation to come and worship from Psalm 95)

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; 
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving  
 and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God 
and a great King above all gods.
 In his hand are all the depths of the earth,  
  and the heights of the hills are his also.
 The sea is his, for he made it, 
  and his hands prepared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and fall down, 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,  
  and we are the people of his pasture, 
  and the sheep of his hand.
Today, if you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts as in the 
provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness,  
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 When your fathers tested me,
 and put me to the proof, though they had seen my works. 
Forty years long was I grieved with this generation and said, “It is a 
people that err in their hearts, for they have not known my ways,” 
 Of whom I swore in my wrath
 that they should not enter into my rest. 

The Lessons
 Isaiah 40: 1-11 ........................................................Pew Bible pg. 599

  This is the Word of the Lord.
   Thanks be to God.

 te deum laudamus (We Praise You, O God)

 We praise you, O God; we acclaim you as Lord;  
 all creation worships you, the Father everlasting.  
    To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 
    the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise:  
 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
 The glorious company of apostles praise you.  
 The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.  
 The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 
 Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you:  
 Father, of majesty unbounded, your true and only Son,  
 worthy of all praise, and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.  
    You, Christ, are the king of glory, the eternal Son of  
     the Father 
When you took our flesh to set us free you humbly chose  
   the Virgin’s womb.  
 You overcame the sting of death 
 and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  
 You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.  
 We believe that you will come to be our judge.  
    Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the 
    price of your own blood, and bring us with your saints to 
    glory everlasting. 

 Luke 1: 57-80 ........................................................  Pew Bible pg. 856

 This is the Word of the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.
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[Please stand.]

The First Noel
Verses 1, 2, 4, 6
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[Please be seated.]

The Homily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Rev. Alex Shuttleworth

[Please stand.]

The Apostles Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth.
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the Virgin Mary.  
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
   He descended to the dead.  
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. 
   Amen.

The Prayers
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

   Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
      thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
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  For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power and the glory, 
     for ever and ever.  
  Amen. 

 O Lord, show your mercy upon us;  
 And grant us your salvation. 

 O Lord, guide those who govern us; 
 And lead us in the way of justice and truth. 

 Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
 And let your people sing with joy. 

 O Lord, save your people;  
 And bless your inheritance. 

 Give peace in our time, O Lord;  
 And defend us by your mighty power. 

 Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
 Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

 Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
 And take not your Holy Spirit from us. 

The Collect for the 4th Sunday in Advent
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and 
as we are sorely hindered by our sins from running the race that is set 
before us, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  
 Amen.

Hymn: Good Christian Men Rejoice ..................................pg. 8, vs. 1-3

Closing Sentences
 Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

 May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing  
 through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.          Romans 15:13
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Good Christian Men Rejoice
Verses 1-3
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